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Single Mother Strives to Rebuild Home after Devastating House Fire 

  
Southampton, NY, August 28, 2012—Staysea Lee Hutchings, a resident of Southampton, New York, 
and a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, lost her house and its’ entire contents in an electrical fire 
that rapidly swept through her home on the Shinnecock Indian Reservation, on Tuesday, August 7th. 
A single parent, she shared the home with her 10-year-old daughter Go-Gi-Sgk So-Qui-Li Isadora 
Dimalanta, also known as Nunah. Fortunately, neither was the home at the time of the fire. 

Staysea grew up in Philadelphia, where she left behind a successful career in the entertainment 
industry to raise her daughter on her Nation’s aboriginal territory of Shinnecock. Prior to the fire 
Staysea left her job after 11 years as the Tribe’s Enrollment Director to focus on her own home-based 
social media consulting company and to spend more time with her daughter. However, with the loss of 
her home as well as recently being laid off from her part-time job as WIA Tribal Liaison, she is now 
effectively unemployed. Thankfully, Staysea’s lifetime of humility and kind acts has won her the support 
of many friends and family who have been eagerly been offering lodging, clothes, and fundraising 
efforts to help this family get back on their feet. 

Most recently, in a karmic act of kindness, Southampton homeowner Osnat Gad has offered to donate 
Staysea a 2,140 square foot house. It is estimated to cost up to $40K to move the structure roughly 
seven miles from its Noyac property to Staysea’s residence at 80 Montauk Highway—not counting any 
necessary structural adjustments. However, this is a challenge that Staysea and her friends hope to 
meet through fundraising efforts in time for she and her daughter to be in the home by Christmas.  

Staysea is grateful to all those who have offered donations thus far. While everything is a need, she is 
quickly running out of space to keep items during this interim period. That said monetary donations and 
donations of home improvement services are strongly encouraged to help with the costly effort of this 
house-moving project. Support is also needed for the many upcoming fundraisers and other donor 
opportunities, which will be announced as they are planned. Please see donation information below. 







 Our Home, Our Heart—The Story of  Staysea Lee Hutchings 
& Go-Gi-Sgk So-Qui-Li Isadora Dimalanta 

Staysea Lee Hutchings of the Shinnecock Indian Nation was 

born in Southampton, New York, and raised in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, where she lived for 30 years, playing a vital part in 

the entertainment industry from 1984 to the mid to late 1990’s.    

A humble, hard-working person, Staysea was most often found 

backstage at an event working as the glue to help keep the needs 

of the production or performers as her priority. 

While residing in Philadelphia, Staysea always managed to maintain close ties with her 

family on the Shinnecock Indian Reservation where she visited frequently. In 2000 she 

moved to Shinnecock, where she worked on numerous projects, ensuring its completion 

even if it meant that her own personal needs had to be put on hold. One of her most 

notable achievements is the time and energy put into helping the Shinnecock Indian 

Nation gain federal recognition. 

Go-Gi-Sgk So-Qui-Li Isadora Dimalanta, fondly known as 

“Nunah,” was born on May 19, 2002. That same year Staysea and 

Nunah moved into the residence at 80 Montauk Highway, where 

stood the 90-year-old Gardner homestead that had survived the 

1938 Hurricane and was previously home to seven families over 

several decades. After 11 years of working as the Nation’s Tribal 

Enrollment Director, Staysea resigned to take a leap of faith and 

focus on her own home-based social media consultant business, Smoking Horses. This 

also would allow her the opportunity to spend more time with her daughter. Staysea 

would rely on her part-time job as a WIA Tribal Liaison for American Indian Community 

House (AICH) where she volunteered for two years before being hired in 2007. However, 

in July 2012, AICH lost the federal grant and was forced to lay off all WIA employees.  
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On the morning of August 7, 2012, Staysea saw Nunah off at the airport for a three-week trip 

to visit her father; and when she returned she found that the home she had built with her 

daughter over the last 10 years was gone. In addition, her 

most treasured possession, the flag that adorned the casket of 

her mother, US Air Force Veteran Isadora C. Hutchings, was 

charred and waterlogged and the honor medals melted. 

Despite this setback, Staysea began 

preparing her home for the 66th 

Annual Shinnecock Powwow. Well 

known on Shinnecock and throughout Indian Country as one who 

is always willing to lend a helping hand to anyone in need,  

Staysea has always been a popular and welcoming host to many 

vendors and participants of the nationally renowned event.  

Prior to the fire, Staysea’s focus was completing the final 

requirements to enroll Nunah, in the fifth grade at the Ross School. 

A private school located in Bridgehampton, New York. Staysea 

felt the Ross School would to cater to the exceptionally creative 

ambitions of this talented 10-years-old.  Unfortunately, the process 

of re-establishing basic living arrangements has put these 

educational plans on indefinite hold.  

Since the news of this devastating 

fire, many friends and family have offered their support in 

honor of the humility and selfless favor Staysea has always 

bestowed onto others. Staysea and Nunah wish to acknowledge 

the many kind acts of friends and family who has eagerly 

offered clothes, food, lodging, and money as needed. However, 

this is only a temporary fix, as there are still so many needs yet 

to be met. Any and all support is greatly appreciated in helping 

to restore this family’s sense of normalcy and well-being.  

Thank You! 
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Thanks to the generosity of Southampton homeowner Osnat Gad, 

Staysea and Nunah have the opportunity to rebuild their home by Christmas; 

however, we need your help! In order to prepare the property at 

80 Montauk Highway and facilitate the 7-mile move of the donated home the 

following services are required. 

To donate a service please email: staysealh@gmail.com 
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 House Mover services 

 Landscaping services 

 Arbor (Tree) services 

 Foundation Laying services 

 Cesspool services 

 Dumpster & removal services 

 Electrician services 

 Plumber services 

 Carpentry services 

 Home Inspection services  

The move alone has been estimated to cost 40K, so any help offered in 
accomplishing these needs would be greatly appreciated. 

All services that are donated will be eligible for a tax write off. 
We understand times are hard, but every little bit counts! 


